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as a share of GDP falling to the lowest levels 
since the end of the Great Recession despite 
healthy economic growth and a tight labor 
market. 

Revenue last year was 16.4 percent of the 
economy, almost two percentage points below 
the 50-year average of 18.3 percent in years 
in which unemployment fell below 5 percent. 

By contrast, spending as a share of GDP 
last year fell right at the historical average. 

Predictably, the President and our Repub-
lican friends seeks to evade blame and re-
sponsibility for the fiscal mess and exploding 
debt they have created. 

Instead of redressing the harm caused by 
the Trump TaxScam, Republicans resort again 
to their past practice of blaming the deficit on 
the entitlement programs such as Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, SNAP, and veterans benefits 
and seek to slash these programs to the 
barebones. 

For example the President sought to cut 
non-defense discretionary (NDD) programs by 
$1.4 trillion, including cuts to Medicare and 
Medicaid, reduce funding for SNAP by $220 
billion or 22 percent, and deny infrastructure 
funding for, cash-strapped state and local gov-
ernments; and pile more hardships on strug-
gling Americans with $327 billion in cuts to di-
rect spending programs that safeguard basic 
living standards they need to get by. 

The President is obsessed with dismantling 
and destabilizing health care for millions of 
Americans by making yet another attempt to 
‘‘repeal and replace’’ the Affordable Care Act 
passed under the extraordinary leadership of 
President Barack Obama which provided 
health security to more than 20 million Ameri-
cans. 

Madam Speaker, we now entering Act III of 
the immorality play we predicted the President 
would write. 

Act I was the cutting of taxes for the rich; 
Act II was the inevitable exploding of the def-
icit we predicted would result and our Repub-
lican friends denied would ever happen. 

And now we have Act III, in which Repub-
licans claim to have newly rediscovered their 
horror over the deficits created by their fiscal 
irresponsibility and insist that the mess they 
created but be cleaned up by slashing invest-
ments in the programs relied upon by the 90– 
95 percent of Americans who were made 
worse off by the GOP TaxScam. 

The President should be embarrassed and 
ashamed of his economic stewardship and 
thankful every day to President Obama for 
tackling and solving the major economic chal-
lenges facing Americans. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF OFFICER KATIE THYNE 

(Mr. SCOTT of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today on a solemn occa-
sion. I have the honor of representing 
Newport News, Virginia, and last week, 
the Newport News community lost Po-
lice Officer Katie Thyne, who was trag-
ically killed in the line of duty. 

Officer Thyne was only 24 years old 
and was the mother of a 2-year-old 
daughter. The Newport News commu-
nity has lost someone who dedicated 
her life to public service. 

In addition to serving with the New-
port News Police Department, Officer 
Thyne was a Navy veteran, and she 
also spent time volunteering as a bas-
ketball coach at the local Boys and 
Girls Club. 

Only 11 Newport News police officers 
have died in the line of duty in the last 
100 years, and the last loss of an officer 
in the line of duty occurred over 25 
years ago. Officer Thyne was the first 
woman. 

I want to send my deepest condo-
lences to the friends and family of Offi-
cer Thyne, as well as members of the 
Newport News Police Department who 
are dealing with this tragic loss of a 
colleague. 
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CONGRESSIONAL WESTERN 
CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 

before I begin, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous materials on the topic of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I 

rise this afternoon to lead a Special 
Order alongside my colleagues from 
the Congressional Western Caucus to 
discuss important efforts to modernize 
one of our Nation’s bedrock conserva-
tion laws that has sorely grown out-
dated and ineffective. 

The Endangered Species Act was 
signed into law 47 years ago to protect 
and revitalize species of endangered or 
threatened animals and wildlife, truly, 
a worthy goal. 

Unfortunately, the ESA has earned a 
recovery rate of only about 3 percent, a 
staggering failure to protect the very 
species that it was intended to aid. 
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And while it has failed to safeguard 
those species, the law has been used as 
a political spearhead for frivolous liti-
gation that threatens private property 
rights, public land use decisions, local 
communities, and American jobs. 

Fortunately, there are ongoing ef-
forts in the people’s House here and 
within the White House to update and 
modernize the Endangered Species Act 
to better protect species, all while 
treating States, property owners, and 
local stakeholders as partners rather 
than obstacles to species conservation. 

The Western Caucus recently un-
veiled a package of 18 bills introduced 
by members across the rural West and 
beyond to strengthen the ESA. These 
bills reflect our intention to bring this 

arcane law into the 21st century, aim-
ing to create a more comprehensive 
and streamlined approach to support 
species recovery while ensuring our 
communities are not burdened by over-
regulation and misleading data. 

This package includes my legisla-
tion, the Weigh Habitats Offsetting Lo-
cational Effects Act, to ensure all con-
servation measures are considered 
when Federal decisions that impact 
ESA-listed species are being made. 

By establishing a process that con-
siders the totality of conservation ef-
forts, we can incentivize private invest-
ment in species recovery, streamline 
Federal decisionmaking, and promote 
the comprehensive efforts of States, 
local communities, and Tribes. 

We should not tie our hands when it 
comes to species recovery. Using the 
best available science, considering all 
ongoing conservation measures, 
streamlining the process for listing de-
cisions, and empowering State and 
local efforts creates a comprehensive 
approach to advance species recovery 
and fulfills the true intent of the En-
dangered Species Act. 

Madam Speaker, with this package of 
bills, you will hear more from many of 
my colleagues in the Western Caucus. 
We are taking a very important step 
toward truly strengthening the ESA. 

The Trump administration has also 
unveiled improvements to the imple-
mentation of ESA regulations devel-
oped to increase transparency and ef-
fectiveness of the law. 

Secretary of the Interior David Bern-
hardt has rightly focused on updating 
the administration of ESA to target 
the areas where resources will do the 
most good, which, of course, are the di-
rect, on-the-ground conservation meas-
ures. 

Much like legislation in the Western 
Caucus package that I and my col-
leagues have championed, the updates 
direct listing decisions to be based 
solely on the best science available as 
well as commercial information. Only 
when sound science, not politics, deter-
mine conservation measures can we 
truly begin to turn the tide to achieve 
successes under the ESA. 

The revisions also establish greater 
certainty for timely decisionmaking by 
Federal agencies and applicants, there-
fore providing streamlined actions and 
coordination for conservation efforts. 

With partners like President Trump, 
Interior Secretary Bernhardt, and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Director, 
Aurelia Skipwith, I believe we truly 
can reverse the abysmal track record 
currently set under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

Unfortunately, we are seeing efforts 
right here in the people’s House to 
completely undermine and halt these 
important steps being taken by the ad-
ministration. Our conversation this 
afternoon is quite timely, I believe, be-
cause tomorrow the lead Democrat in 
the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee is marking up legislation to 
thwart the administration’s rule to 
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